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FIGHTING TALK

The fascists in the elections

The 1992 general election was an imporiant testing
ground for the far right in Brilain. Compared to the
performance. of the Front National in France or the
Republikaner Partei in Germany, the British National
Party (BNP) and the National Front (NF) polled very few
voles indeed. This apparent lack of success has already
had the prediciable effect of encouraging complacency
on the left, which is content once ogain fo ignore the
fascists. Because the fascists did not secure o mass
breakthrough on the scale of their European counter-
parts, all too many on the left have interpreled the results
as o defeat for the BNP and NF. This is a serious
miscalculation, and if it is used fo [ustify demobilisation
it could prove a dangerous one for the working class.

No doubt many genuinely feared the fascists here
might repeat the pattern witnessed elsewhere in Europe
and emerge after April as a national force in electoral
terms. In the cold light of day, though, no such transfor-
malion of their fortunes was on the. cards. On the con-
trary, their organisational weakness was such that beth
the BNP and the NF were forced to conceniraie their
forces in a relotively limited number of areas in order to
maximise their impact. It had become clear that this
would be their sirateqy quite early on, despite the ru-
mours of fifty plus candidates from the BNP alone.

The decision to concentrate forces in o few sirategic
areas was in keeping with the fascists’ activities in the
recent period. Designoting the East End of london as an
area of national priority, the BNP has been working on
the creation of a solid base there for some time now. Far
from being a failure, the election results — some 2,500
votes tor the BNP in Tower Hamlets — showed how well
this tactic had paid off. 2,500 votes might be very little
compared fo, say, Le Pen's support in Marseilles, but for
the BNP in Eost London it means an imporiant step
forward. .
With 2,500 first preference voles, the BNP has the
possibility to consolidate o very strong local organiso-
tion. It is @ long way from the 100,000 votes that the NF
got in its heyday in London, but it still represents a mass
base, albeit on a small and local scale. The result shows
that the BNP is no longer isolated, at least in this part of
London.

In short, the result in Tower Hamlets marks o quali-

400 and 700 votes. In cases such os Bermondsey, this
represents renewed growth in oreas where foscist or-
ganisafion has been relatively weak for some time. In
other areas, such as the traditional NF strongholds in the
West Midlands, such results reflect a solid bedrock of
support which has been maintained over long periods.
In neither case are there the slightest grounds for com-
placency. Even in areas where the vote was lowest, if
sufficient numbers can be drawn together into active
membership, the fascists will have greally increcsed
their organisational and combative capability.

The damage that an ocfive bronch of ‘as few as
100 fascists could inflict in terms of breaking up work-
ers’ meelings, race attacks efc, is potentially immense.
Since the fascists recruit through action rather than through
abstroct propaganda, even relatively small advances
can make a big difference.

But the real significance of the gains that the fascists
hove mode can only be grasped when seen in the
context of the weakness of the left and the overall dy-
namics of the general political situation.

In Tower Hamlets, the Communist Party of Great
Britain stood a candidate. In an area which once boasted
a Communist mayor and a Communist MP, they polled

barely a tenth of the BNP vote in the Bethnal Green and’

Slepney conslituency. Barely a tenth of the volel The

fascists are consolidating and growing in this: solidly:

working class crea, while the revolutionary: left is dan-
gerously isolated, Judged in comparison with the elec-
toral performance of the left, the BNP and NF results
hove an added significance.

The last election was fought during the worst reces-
sion in this country since the 1930s. Neither of the
major parties offered any alternative to the present sys-
tem; rather, they offered largely indistinguishable varia-
tions on the same theme of capitalism in crisis. As in
Britain, so in the rest of Europe. The inability of the
traditional parties to tackle the real problems produced
by modern capitalism has led to & political impasse in
which voters are increasingly turning away from the
mainsiream parties.

On one level, this is a general feature of capitalism
in crisis, and it was cerlainly the case in the 1920s and
1930s, when fascism first emerged as a mass move-
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With more
organisations
and individuals
now apparently
taking the
growth of
fascism
seriously it is
appropriate
once again to
pose the
question of
what kind of
anti-fascist
movement we
need, argues
Joe Blakey

ISSUE 3 - Summer 1992

Fighting
facism In the
nineties

Anti-Fascist Action has a clear
position, distinct from the other
organisalions which aim fo fight the
fascists, We believe that our
perspective is the correct one, and
the only one which can be effective
against the fascists. When we
criticise the Anti-Nazi League, the
Anti-Racist Alliance or other groups it
is not because of any narrow
sectarionism — we criticise them
because their acfivities are ineffec-
tive, and in the fight againsi fascism,
ineffectiveness is dangerous.

AFA is not a protest movement,
content fo shout slogans of the
fascists from behind the police lines.
Our intention is to plan aclivities that
will make it as hord as possible for
them fo operate in working class
areas. Unlike some anti-fascist
organisafions, our opposition to the
fascists is not based on the fact that
they are “nasty” or “evil” people,
nor indeed just because they are
racist, but because they are the
enemies of the progressive working
closs movement.

It has alwoys been the function
of the fascists to divide the working
class, and then smash all progres-
sive elements. Don't forget, the first
people in the concentration comps
in Nazi Germany were the left.

In this couniry, the main tactic
(but not the only one) the foscists use
to divide working class people is
racism. They recruit people to the
idea of racial unity at the expense
of working class unity. The 11,821
votes the fascists got in the general
election, and in porticular the 2,500
votes the BNP polled in the solidly
working class East End of London,

show that some sections of the white
working closs are ready Io turn to
the fascists, rather than to the
revolutionary left, as o radical
alternative to the present system.

Why do they do this? And
more importantly, how con this
process be checked and then
reversed?

The fact is that the left has
failed 1o build a credible clternative
in the eyes of its natural constitvency
— the working class. As capitalism
goes deeper info crisis, and as the
traditiona| parties pile on the
pressure to make the working class
pay for the crisis, the lack of a
radical left alternative crectes o
vacuum in which the far right can
operate. Their gain is our loss.

The fight ogainst fascism cannot
be a simple matter of defending the
present system, but must at the same
time be a fight against capitalism in
all its forms. AFA is o united front,
not a political party. Within AFA,
there are groups and individuals
from o wide range of polifical
backgrounds, from anarchists
through to socialists and communists.
Our aim is fo create the space in
which a genuine working class
alternative to capitalism and fascism
can grow.

To do this, though, we hove to
show working class people two
things: firstly, that fascism is their
enemy, and secondly that we can
stop the fascists physically. The
fascists thrive on fear and intimida-
fion by showing people, who have
been betrayed by o weak ond
ineffective left, that they - unlike the
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left — can do things, that they are a
party of action. We have to show
them that they are wrong, that it is
the left that can really bring about
change, that the left can really make
a difference.

Unfortunately, much of what the
left does in the name of anti-fascism
does the opposite — it reinforces the
idea that the left is weak and
ineffeclive while the fascists defiantly
get on with their plans.

Look what happens when the
fascists hold o public meeting, like
the one at York Hall in Bethnal
Green. [see pg 7] All too often, the
left is content to stand on the other
side of the road from the fascists,

behind police lines, shouting
slogans. Meanwhile, the fascists go
about their business unmolested.
What real effect does this have?
What real difference does it moke?
The fact is that the BNP today
are not at all put off by having
someone shout “Nazi scum” af
them. This is not the 1970s, when
the National Front were irying to
hide their Nozi past behind a
respectable image. This is the 1990s
where, on the back of the success of
the far right in Germany and
Fronce, the fascists are proud to be
Nazis! Their reply to the taunt
“Nazi” is fo shout “commie” back ot
you. In the present political climate,

How they did in the General Election

British National Party

Conslitlvency

Bethnal Green and Stepney
Blaby

Bow & Poplar

Cardiff North

Clydesdale

Darlington

Dewsbury

Edinburgh West

Erewash

Peterborough

Rochdale

Southwark & Bermondsey
Uxbridge

National Front
Constitvency

Birmingham Hodge Hill
Birminghom Yardley
Bristol East

Coventry SE

Derby North

Dudley East

Ealing North

leeds West

Slough

Southwark & Bermondsey
Torbay

Walsall North

West Bromwich West
Wes! Hertfordshire

Independents
Constituency Candidate
Cheltenham Melvyn Rendell

Leicester East

Dennis Taylor

Candidale Votes %
Richard Edmends 1,310 3.6
John Peaceck 521 0.8
John Tyndall 1,107 3.0
John Morse 121 0.3
Steve Cartwright 342 0.7
Dr Donald Clarke 355 0.6
Lady Jane Birdwood 660 1.1
David Bruce 133 0.3
Laurence Johnson 645 1.0
Rlchard Heaton 311 0.5
Ken Henderson 620 1.2
Steve Tyler 530 1.4
Michael ORourke 350 07
Condidaile Voles %
Eddy Wicker 370 0.9
Pauline Read 192 04
lan Anderson 270 0.5
Norman Tomkinson 173 0.5
Peter Hart 245 04
Geoarge Cartwrighl 675 1.2
John Hill 277 0.6
Bob Tenny 132 0.3
Andy Carmichael 290 0.5
Terry Blockhom 168 04
Bob Jones 268 05
Ken Reynolds 614 1.2
John Lord 477 1:1
John McAuley 665 1.0
Label Voles %
Anti-Federal Europe 655 1.0
Ind Brit Homeland 308 0.6

many will see the latter as the
greater insult.

What is more, the fact that the
opposition isn't confident enough to
do more than protest peacefully
across the road. just reinforces the
nofion that the fascists hove the
upper hand on the street. This
encourages the potential recruits to
the BNP while demoralising the
potential oppesition.

When the fascists hold meet-
ings, it is possible to do a lot more
than hide behind crash barriers. In
Glasgow and Rochdale, ontifascists
were able to completely disrupt BNP
meetings because AFA set out from
the very start to confront the fascists.
The difference here is that while the
ANL and ARA set out to simply
protest ot the fascists’ presence, we
set out fo stop them.

These successes were made
possible by a combination of good
intelligence work, careful planning,
and the level of commitment neces-
sary to physically drive the fascists
out. In the 1970s a number of
fascist meetings were also stopped
by occupying the hall beforehand,
but even this loctic doesn't seem to
be on the agenda for these other
groups.

When the fascists try to operate
“on the street”, every onti-fascisi
activity should be designed fo, at
best, stop them, or, ot least, disrupt
them. The fascists have to be
challenged, otherwise you have
missed the point of how they
operate. The harder it is for them fo
work freely in on areq, the less they
will be able to do. Their numbers
are still small, but unless anti-fascist
activity does make it hard for them,
they will grow — and the more they
grow, the harder it will be fo stop
them.

It is not possible to go into all
the tactical options in an article like
this, but antifascists should start to
give serious thought as fo how to
stop fascists activities. Assembly
points for marches can be occupied,
paper sale pitches can be taken
over, travel to and from events can
be made difficult. Not everyone has
to be in the same place either —
after all, why make it easy for the
police fo hem you in.

The guiding principle behind
every aclivity must be to try to
implement a policy of “No Platform

FIGHTING TAIK




FIGHTING FASCISM IN THE NINETIES

Where you can
vote BNP

Lt
fmu‘ PEACOCK ﬁ

Sew & Popiar
JOHN TYNDALL

Sathnal Groon &
Stsprey
RICHARD EDMONDS

Southwark &
Bermomtsey
STEVE TYLER

Darlington
Dr. DONALD CLARKE

Cardif Narth
0NN MORSE

- dasdals [
a O eE CARTWRIGHT hﬂl

Patarborouyh
RICHARD REATON

wacons | Edinburgh Wost
| DAVID BRUCE

for the Foscisis”. What is the point
of having a demonsiration against
fascism if the fascists are going to
be left free to organise @ march two
hours later? It has happened! Anti-
fascist activity must confront the
fascists, not accommodate them.

It is revealing to look af the
response of some members of
certain left wing groups (no prizes
for guessing which ones) when AFA
tock the Bermondsey paper sale
pitch oway from the NF and BNP
during the election campaign.

One local who watched while
the NF candidate was unceremoni-
ously sent packing told AFA mem-
bers that “it was about time some-
one sorted that lot out.” Unfortu-
nately, our “revolutionary” friends
did not share these sound working
class instincts. Instead, they told us
that it was alright for us, but that
next week they would have fo face
the consequences when they tried to
sell their popers next to the fascists,

On paper, these organisations
recognise thal the fascists’ aim is fo
smash oll working class organisa-
tions, but in practice they are happy
to tolerate the presence of fascist
paper sellers stonding next to them,
to allow fascists a free ride in @
working class area — in short,
anything for o quiet life. Now, if
they believe in a policy of live and
let live, thot is up to them; but when
they talk about “smashing the
Nazis” but in reality stand meekly

{SSUE 3 — Summer 1992

up the road hoping to Ged that the
fascists leave them alone, they just
expose their weakness.

Remember, this was is the area
where an onti-racist march wos
attacked last year by fascists who
were able to mobilise and lead
hundreds of locals, an area where
sections of the white working class
see the foscisls as the radical
alternative, not the left. Tolerating
their presence every week will not
change this trend in the slightest.
Accommodating the foscists in effect
makes them an acceptable part of
the political agenda — and that is
the thin end of the wedge.

Stopping the fascists being
openly able fo sell their papers does
not get rid of the problem, of
course, but leaving them alone is a
sure fire way to help them grow and
to make sure the problem gels
worse. |t is vital to deny the fascists
the opportunity to operate freely and
openly. That is why, for example,
AFA and Cable Street Beat moved
quickly to drive the neoNazi music
organisalion Blood and Honour
underground again when they
starfed lo operale openly in
Caornaby Street. This was o double
victory — it made it harder for them
to distribute their stuff, and it
showed their supporters that they
were foo weak to do enything about
it.

Of course, while antifascists
should gear their aclivities to
confronting the fascists when they
appear in public, there is also plenty
of opportunity for nonconfrentational
activities at other times. It should not
be a question of “either-or”. Both
approaches must be used to
complement each other. AFA has
shown its commitment fo this dual
approach — physical and ideological
opposition — since it was lounched.
Carnivals, marches, meetings, gigs,
educational octivifies and so on are
infegral parts of our strategy, but
they are never a substitute for what
is necessary when the fascists toke
to the sireets — physical opposition.

One mistake that is commonly
made by anfifascists is to call for
state bans on fascist groups and
aclivities. When the Public Order
Act was first introduced in the
1930s, its proclaimed purpose was
to curb Moseley’s fascist Blackshirt
movement, In reality, the Act wos
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used against the left, and it has
continued to be used fo this end
ever since. In simple terms, if fascists
are banned, militant antifascists will
also be banned, if their marches are
banned, then so will ours be, Such
appeals end up providing the state
with extra weapons fo clamp down
on the left. 5

Not only that, but the very fact
that we call on the capilalist siate to
come in and do our dirty work for
us reinforces the notion that we are
too weak to deal with the fascists
ourselves. Once ogain, this is not
only ineffective but counter-produc-
tive. We need fo win young
working class people to the fight
against fascism by offering them the
opportunity to fight for their own
interests. We can’t do that by
calling on their class enemy — the
police - to do the job for them.

There is one final
point that needs to be
emphasised here.
AFA believes that it is
absolutely critical to
focus propagande on
the pofential recruits
to fascism — the white
working class. All too
often, antifascist
groups seem to write
off the white working
class as a lost cause,
when they should be
putting out propo-
ganda aimed at
exposing the BNP's
“Rights for Whites”
rhetoric.

Orgonisations
which won't confront
the fascists physically cre a perfect
home for liberals and armchair
socialists. They are cross<lass
alliances and debating societies.
Any militant anti-fascists who may
have joined them in the hope of
actually fighting fascism should stop
wasting their time, and should
instead join up with AFA, the only
national organisation with the factics
and strategy that can octually make
o difference.

AFA is an organisation for
activists, not a folking shop, and we
see a need for o reclignment in the
onti-fascist movement. If you want to
protest from the sidelines, join the
other groups. If you want to make a
real impact on the fascists, join AFA.

The fascists
have to be
challenged,
otherwise you
have missed the
point of how
they operate.
The harder it is
for them to
work freely in
an areaq, the less
they will be
able to do.




AFA takes
on BNP in
Rochdale

Members of Anti-Fascist Action around the
country have been busy since the last issue of
Fighting Talk appeared. Here we report on some
of the activities we have been involved in.

On the moming of Saturday 28
March a group of AFA activists
took over the paper selling pitch
usually shared by the BNP, NF,
and SWP in Bermondsey gain-
ing the suppert of many local
people in the process. The ac-
fion was o complete success
despite the BNP taking a late
decision to peddle their poison
in the Roman Road area of East
London.

Later the saume day we par-
ticipated in the “March for Jus-
tice” in Newham called by,
amongst others, the Newham
Monitoring Project (NMP) to
protest at a racist killing and
on-going state harassment of
black and Asian people.

However, the afternoon
commenced with a visit by the
police to the AFA rendezvous
point where they suggested
that the march organisers did
not want us around. This was
completely untrue. In fact the
NMP welcomed our contingent
onto the march, and placed us
with the left groups just ahead
of the Anti-Nazi League (ANL)
participants.

The ANL were clearly dis-

In their postelection issue of Spearhead, the British
National Parly (BNP) boasted that they hod held two
“successful” rallies during their campaign. They had
hoped it would be three. But the attempt to hold one in
Rochdale, where ex-Tory Ken Henderson was the BNP
candidote, came to grief on 4 -April.

Most of the BNP's top brass, including Richard
Edmonds and John Peacock, went to Rochdale to boost

Henderson’s campaign. Bul Anti-Fascist Action upset

their plans to stage a gala roce-hate meeting.

AFA mobilised over 200 people to oppose the BNP
rally. We even successfully managed 1o persuade the
ANL to join a demonstration of the fascists’ redirection

point, rother than simply give out lecflets miles away

from them.

The fascists thought that they would get an easy
ride. After all, their friends in the police hod arrested
leading AFA activists and raided their homes the
evening prior to the AFA counfer-demo (only for them to
be released without charge after the demonstration).
They hoped this would take the sling out of our protest.

It didn't.

Having occupied their first redirection point and
driven away a number of BNP thugs who were being

ANL demonstrate
their sectarianism

mayed at the arrival of the AFA
contingent and when the march
was moving ANL stewards
called on their contingent to
slow down and open a gap
between us and them.

ANL stewards then told the
police that they feared we
would attack them. They re-
quested that the police join the
march as a buffer between AFA
and the ANL. Neither AFA mem-
bers nor the NMP stewards
could believe this! The march
organisers immediately de-
manded that the ANL withdraw
their invitation fo the police, that
the police leave the demonstra-
tion and that the ANL stop cre-
ating a divide in the march.

The ANL did close the gap
between the contingents though
they continued to discourage
those marching behind their

banner from either talking to
or mixing with the Anti-Fascist
Action demonstrators.

It is ironic that the so-called
revolutionaries of the Anti-Nazi
League find it impossible to ac-
cept AFA invitations to speak
on our platforms, do not want
to march with us in defiance
and opposition to police har-
assment of the Asian commu-
nity, but see no problem in in-
viting the police to march with

m.

The damage to the anti-fas-
cist movement this sort of sec-
tarian behaviour does cannot
be under-estimated. Now, with
the growing success of the far
right throughout Europe and in
Britain in the general election,
is the time for maximum unity
to reverse the tide of fascist
growth,
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AFA IN ACTION

bussed in for the rally, AFA learnt
that the main fascist force had
moved fo another pub. Immediately
we argued that the demonstration
should follow them.

Once AFA arrived at this pub
we made our presence felt and affer
@ vigorous encounter in the pub with
the master race's goon squad we
left them cowering inside awaiting
police protection. When the bulk of
the other counter-demonstrators
arrived we simply surrounded the
pub, withstood police attempts to
clear us off and kept the foscists
pinned down for almost three hours.

Finally, instead of a rally, the
fascists were escorted out of town
by the police, tails between their
legs and with the shouts of AFA
members ringing in their ears.
Memories of AFA’s actions at their
“secret” rendezvous were sfill
ringing in quite a few of the BNP's
heads!

The BNP's failed attempt 1o hold
a rally showed the effectiveness of
AFA’s siralegy in confronting the
fascists. But the 620 (1.2%) votes
Henderson got in the election shows
that he does have a base in
Rochdale and much more work
needs to be done to counter this. In
particular, the need to build AFA’'s
influence in Rochdale itself — much
of the work in the election and
before having been done by
Manchester AFA — is urgenl.

With this in view AFA has
followed up its success with a
concerted lecfleting campaign in the
area and hos continued to mobilise
against the BNP's attemplts to
capitalise on their vote.

On 25 April news that
Henderson and his gang were
plenning to leaflet a local estate
resulted in 120 antifascists from all
over the north assembling in
Rochdale to stop them. Once again
the fascists were pinned down in
one of their watering holes by AFA,
this time hoving to make their
getaway {with police protection of
course) on foot. Their “Litleborough
High School Bus” {which they
bought in an auction) was in no fit
state o be driven following the
demonstration.

Unfortunately, the following
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week the fascists did manage to
hold a rally on the steps outside
Rochdale Town Hall. This was a
blow 1o anti-fascists in the areq,
because up to that point we had
quite clearly kept the BNP on the
run. However, it was largely due to
a last minute change of plans by
fascists, who by now were terrified
of meeting up with AFA yet again,
and their collusion with the police.

AFA leafleted the estate where
the rally was supposed to be taking
place but by the fime we found out
where the BNP were they hod a
strong line of blue standing between
them ond us. Mind you it was
standing between them ond the
“public” they were supposed fo be
addressing, so all was not lost.

All three events do point fo the
need fo build AFA in Rochdale. The
BNP have clearly made Rochdale
one of their northern priorities. But
there are hopeful signs. It is vital that
a solid anti-fascist presence, building
on this, is organised to challenge
them.

[ ]
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For Sale

Well maintained, low mileage Vaux-

hall Carlton car

Mony extras including:

o Custom paint job professionally
opplied courtesy of Ealing Anti-
Fascist Paint Shop

= Low profile tyres supplied by West
London Wheel Services

Generally in good condition

One previous (Nazi) owner

Apply to lan Anderson c/o the

National Front office

Anti-Fascist Action currently has
no branch in the West London area.
The cbove advertisement, recently
received, indicates the potential for
organising in the area. Interested
antifascists in West London should
contact AFA with o view lo setting
up @ branch 1o challenge the BNP
and NF for this area.

BNP York Hall

rally

The centrepiece of the British
National Party's general election
campaign in london's East End was
a rally held in York Hall, Bethnal
Green, on Monday 6 April. It was o
show of strength for them in the
area they had given top priority to,
and o clear provocation, so it was
absolutely necessary that antifoscists
mount a serious challenge.

As well as the mobilisation by
Anti-Fascist Action, both the Anti
Nozi league [ANL) and the Anti
Racist Alliance (ARA) staged protests
against the rolly.

The ANL and ARA demonstra-
tion attracted a substontial crowd —
they outnumbered the foscists by
around three to one. Unfortunately,
but unsurprisingly, the ANL and ARA
were content o stage their demon-

strations in the space allocated to
them by the police - on the other
side of the road from the meeting,
behind the police crash barriers.

This decision effectively ruled
out any real confrontation with the
fascists. To have disrupted the
meeting from where they were
standing, they would have first had
to fight through the police lines,
something the organisers clearly had
no intention of doing. Indeed, the
ANL stewards were so passive that
when the police snatched individuals
from the crowd they stood by and
let them do it.

This type of posturing has no
effect on the fascists. In foct, it
simply confirms what they soy — that
the left are too weak and too
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spineless to actually do anything
about them. The ANL and ARA
watched the BNP march in, and the
few who were left at the end
waiched them march out again.
What is the point in that?

Rather than boycoft the passive
demo, AFA supporters went along to
argue for a more confrontational
approach with any genvine working
class youth who might have been
there.

At the same fime we used our
limited resources to make sure that
the fascists were disrupted in some
way, even though alone we were
not in a position to stop their
meeting toking place.

Having found out where the
BNP were planning to go drinking
after the rally (the Weavers' Arms in
nearby Roman Road — used regu-
larly by the BNP throughout their
election compuign) AFA occupied
the pub.

When the fascists marched out
of the meefing under police escort
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they were taken lo the Weavers'
Arms, no doubt as arranged. AFA
stood its ground outside the pub
while the BNP, which had maybe
three times as many as AFA by this
stage, had to march by and make
alternative plans for the evening’s
drinking. While not a big victory in
itself, this incident does raises three
important issues.

Firstly, it clearly demoralised the
local working class youth the BNP
had attracted to their meeting. They
expected fo see the left walch on
passively while the BNP went on
with it plans. Instead, despite their
superior numbers, despite their
bragging, despite their repulation as
“men of action”, the BNP had fo be
content to wotch powerlessly rather
than drive AFA out of “their” pub. In
short, they were not up to the job of
getting rid of us.

Secondly, as noted in a rather
confused way in the press, this small
gesture of defiance by AFA was not
lost on the locals watching from their
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windows and balconies. In fact, o
small group of youngsters came out
and jeered af the BNP. AFA gave
the local working class people @
taste of what can be done, even in
relatively small numbers. The passive
demo at York Hall did no such
thing.

The third issue, the most general
one, concerns the central question:
who actually disrupled the fascists
on the day? The ANL and ARA may
have got media coverage, which
was probably all they were after
anyway, but the foscists themselves
loughed openly at the their impo-
tence. At the Weavers’ Arms, they
had to put a brave face on to cover
up their own impotence. One finy
but real victory like that is worth for
more than passive protests behind
police lines.

@® Four weeks after the rally, East
London AFA mounted o picket of the
Weavers' Arms after the landlord
had gone on the radio saying that
the BNP were “good customers”.

Street cred

There was a time when there
was only one candidate for
the title of chief fascist pave-
ment kisser - Tony “Tarmac”
Lecomber, who could boast
that he was always on the
street (normally face down).
With Lecomber temporarily
out of the (af)fray - last seen
in HMP Brixton - the race is
on to take the vacant fitle.

Which leading BNPer will
emerge victorious? Will it be
Steve Tyler, who followed his
recent (very close) examina-
tion of Bermondsey street life
with an inspection of the local
hospital facilities? Or Richard
Edmonds, recently seen with
his ear to the ground in Kings
Cross and nose all over the
pavement in Bethnal Green.

We wish Edmonds and
Tyler every success in this
particular venture, although
we must make it clear that
we are non-partisan and will
assist each and every con-
tender in the competition to
be fascist pavement kisser of
the year.

FIGHTING TAIK




STUDENTS

Left wing students in higher
education gave the relaunch of the
ANL a mixed response. Some were
grateful that the largest orgenisation
on the British far left was toking the
resurgence of fascism seriously at
last. Others saw it as a cynical
attempt by the SWP to recruit new
members. Many questioned what
possible role the ANL had to play in
advancing the struggle against either
racism or fascism.

AFA supporters in the colleges
responded by stressing the need for
unily in action, while debunking the
SWP's mythology of the organisa-
tion's success in the 1970s. We
also pointed fo their refusal to
implement “no platform” against the
fascists, and the SWP's determina-
tion fo ensure it kept control of the
ANL firmly in its own honds.

Suddenly AFA’s work began to
receive good publicity from an
unexpecied quarter — the Union of
Jewish Students (UJS).

The UJS is the largest single
Jewish student grouping in Britain. It
promotes Jewish cultural identity on
campuses but it is also an ardent
defender of the Israeli siate. Its
members hold o range of views
about the current Israeli government
but @ basic unity exists around pro-
Zionist ideology.

While individual members of
the UJS have been outstanding AFA
activists, the organisation has nol
affiliated to, or become regularly
involved in, AFA.

Model motions, designed for
the National Union of Students’
[NUS) spring conference, were
moved ot several union general
meetings including at the Llondon
School of Economics, Bristol Univer-
sity and Manchester Poly, heaping
praise on AFA and scorn on the
ANL

Many charges the UJS aimed at
the ANL were correct. Despite SWP
protests to the contrary, the ANL has
remained its property lock, stock
and barrel. But underpinning the
whole argument against the ANL
was the charge that the SWP is an
anti-Semitic organisation.

Ironically the UJS, by equating
opposition to the state of Israel with
anti-Semitism, would find many
individuals and organisations within
AFA as “culpable” os the SWP.

But the SWP never suggested
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AFA’s student organiser looks at
the controversy sparked in many
colleges by the ANL's relaunch and
finds that the SWP have no
monopoly on sectarianism.

Anti
FASCIS

ACTION

Right target,
wrong ammo?

that ANL members had to adopl s
anti-Zionist stance. At some colleges
ANL bookstalls have apparently
fealured copies of the SWP pam-
phlet, Israel: The Hijack State. But
this is merely factical stupidity rather
than a conscious policy of alienating
pro-Zionist Jews.

In the 1980s the SWP commit-
ted other factical blunders, especially
around the banning of a zionist
Jewish Sociely at Sunderland Poly.
However, they have mobilised for
demos against the desecration of
Jewish cemeteries in Enfield, Wem-
bley, Newham and Manchester.
SWP members have been attacked
verbally and physically, not just as
“reds” but as “Bolshevik Jews”. A
member of the SWP's sister orgoni-
sation in Denmark wos killed in o
bomb attack this March, almost
certainly carried out by fascists.

For us in AFA a united front
against fascism in Britain and
elsewhere in Europe need not
concern ilself with the issue of
Zionism. Despite the many political
differences separating us, the history
of racism and anti-Semitism and the
reality of a crisisridden capitalism
have presented us with a common
foe whom we recognise and must
fight against as one.

NUS spring conference rejecied
sponsorship of the ANL, portly as a
response to the UJS motions. Of
course we don’t know if the argu-
ments that swung voles were good
or bad ones. Public knowledge of

madcap adventures, like the Tower
Hamlets lecfleting session which
nearly turned into tragedy, couldn’t
have done the ANL any good.
Certainly, ARA supporters would
also have been pleased at the vote.
Hopefully, however, the argument
that the SWP, and thus the ANL, are
anti-Semitic organisa-
tions was not the key.

After years of
putfing up with
ridicule from the SWP
— which has at times
even tried to deny
AFA's existence -
giving the SWP a
taste of its own

For us in AFA a
uvnited front
against fascism
in Britain and
elsewhere in
Europe need

o nof concern
medicine may seem " 2
only fair to some who  itse€lf with the
support AFA's work. issue of
But if this obstructs Zionism.

unity in action it will
not advonce the
struggle against the BNP, NF and
the like.

We offer the UJS as a whole
ond its individual members an open
invitation to join AFA. But the same
door is apen to Palestinians, Arab
students and other anli-Zionist forces,
It is also open to those SWP
supporters who recognise the need
to go beyond ANLstyle passive
protest and build an antifascist
organisation that fries to mobilise
rank and file workers to actually
confront the fascists and not just
seek the blessings of trade union
bureaucrats ond media stars.
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CABLE STREET BEAT REVIEW
The return of

Blood and Honour

The fascist skinhead music organisation is back on the scene.
Nick Stone looks at who they are and what they are up to

Blood and Honour, the selfstyled
“nationalist anti-red music movement”,
is back. These selfdeclared chompi-
ons of race and nation have regained
some degree of polifical prominence
through their influence on the far right
skinhead groups emerging across post-
Stalinist Europe.

In 1990 Blood and Honour band
“No Remorse” successfully toured in
Europe and the USA. Swedish band
“Ultima Thule” this year headlined o
“freedom rally” in Estonia. Members
of lan Stuart Donaldson’s “Skrew-
driver” have been arrested while tak-
ing part in fascist activities in Ger-
many.

Blood and Honour emerged in the
1980s from the ruins of the National
Front's Rock Against Communism
movement (RAC]. At its peak RAC
could organise gigs with attendance
of 500 plus, by word of mouth public-
ity alone. However, the 1986 split in
the Nalional Front shattered RAC as
well, and left Donaldson along with
bands such as No Remorse and Sud-
den Impact, 1o strike out on their own,

While people like the British Na-
tional Party’s (BNP) John Tyndall still
dismissed rock music as “jungle mu-
sic”, Donaldson had sussed that nor-
mally mundane activities such as wor-
shipping Rudolf Hess could be mode
more appealing if supported by a few
badly ployed power chords.

Sudden Impact summed it up:

"Skinheads may have started off as
a mixed race cult listening fo nigger
music, but now it's a way of life for
true white people.”

The middle class left had long since
decided that all skins were racist, giv-
ing Blood and Honour @ golden op-
portunity to become a Trojan Horse

for the middle class far right to recruit
some working closs youth fo its ranks
- intervening in a youth movement
which had originally begun as o cel-
ebration of bluebeat and skal

George Marshall describes a typi-
cal Blood and Honour gig in his his-
tory of the skinhead movement, Spirit
of ‘69 (see Fighting Talk 2):

“The atmosphere generated by
bands like Skrewdriver and Brutal At
tack . . . is nothing short of o mini-
Nuremberg Rally. Hundreds of

“Eventuvally there will
be a race war and we
have to be strong
enough in numbers to
win it. I'll die to keep
this country pure and
if it means bloodshed
af the end of the day,
then let it be.”

lan Stuart Donaldson
Sunday People interview
1988

skinheads chanting ‘Seig Heill Seig
Heill as lan Stuart and Ken Mclellan
do their bit for Adolf and country.”
The Blood and Honour movement
exists primorily as on underground
phenomenon. Most major record com-
panies ond distribulors find the idec
of racist skinhead bands a fairly unat-
tractive morkefing prospect. Conse-
quently Blood and Honour have built
up a production/distribution network
with bases in Germany, France and

England through which they market
their wares across the world. Most
material is sold by mail order. The
major producer is Herbert Egoldt’s
Rock-O-Rama Records — almost all the
major Nazi bands sell records through
Rock-O-Rama.

In 1985 Goel Bodiks, o racist gig
promoter, established another openly
fascist record lobel, Rebelles Euro-
peéns, in Brest, France with close ties
to Blood and Honour. As well as
records by fascist bands, it specialises
in T-shirts, books and Nazi military
music. Bodiks says of his ouffit:

"The reason for its creation was quite
simple. No label wanted to produce
politically engaged bands without self-
censorship . . . | had to give them the
same opporfunity to do so as other
bands. Music is an excellent way of
spreading those ideas and it was be-
coming more and more necessary to
have these skinhead bands known.”

Donaldson claims Rock-O-Rama has
helped him consolidote the fascist
youth movement across Europe, and
align it with the “old men” of the move-
ment's “heyday":

“They ore some of Adolf's SS who
escaped the war trials and are now
successful business men. | visit them
and they visit me ot our concerts and
we discuss our common goals . . "
[Sunday People interview)

It is clear that even ot @ time when
Blood and Honour had had to refreat’
from the crena in Britain, their links
with European foscists enabled them
1o help fill the political vocuum left by
the collapse of Stalinism and the re-
treat of the left ocross Europe.

In Britain too, Blood and Honour
hos played its part in the re-emergence
of the British Movement (BM} ofter
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several years of inactivity. At the
“Rights for Whites” march in Thames-
mead in May 1991 Blood and Hon-
our skins were seen wearing the insig-
nia of the BM’s ideclogical driving
force, the British National Socialist
Movement,

Donaldson is also keen to foster new
alliances with the BNP. Blood and
Honour and BNP members have met
to discuss joint operations, while Blood
and Honour skins have provided
footsoldiers for BNP rallies ond can-
vassing during the general election.

In 1982, when John Tyndall
launched the BNP, he argued that
nationalism “was never going to make
it through the ballot box”. In the me-
dium term they should aim instead to
build an organisation of 5,000 “solid
types” which could be put out on the
streets at any time.

Donaldson’s eye to the main chance
obviously led him fo believe that, by
allowing his followers fo be sireel-
fighters for the BNP, he could hop
onto Tyndall’'s bandwagon.

Meanwhile, in recent months Blood
and Honour bands have held covert
gigs in South Llondon, Cardiff and in
Rochdale and the Merc M shop in
Carnaby Street has begun fo allow
records by Blood and Honour bands
and reloted fanzines like Last Chance
to creep back onto their shelves.

In the past AFA has organised to
remove from the scene public outlets

Angelic Upshhs: Bombed Out
LP (Road Racer Records)

The Upstarts formed in 1977. For
fifleen years now, Mensi and
various helpers have been kicking
out classic anthems of working class
life, from the early days with “The
murder of Liddle Towers” {about
murder in police cusiody) to more
recent killers like “Nottinghom Slog”
(about scabs in the miners” sirike).
Bombed QOut has ten more to add to
the list.

One thing with the Upstorts — its
obvious where they stand. When
Mensi made it clear what he thought
of middle class scum in the NF
leeching around the kids who went
to Upstarts gigs the fascists tried
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¥ MOALCART

for their filth, like the Cutdown shop in
Carnaby Street. Regular pickets and
more direct forms of opposition meant
shops like Cutdown and Merc M
ceased fo openly trade in fascist mate-
rial.

Blood and Honour may think their
forlunes are on the rise. But neither
Skrewdriver nor any other Blood and
Honour band con play publicly any-
where in Britain.

In May 1989 Blood and Honour
tried fo hold an “international con-
cert”, the Main Event. Bands from
across Europe were due to appear,
and European Nozis flocked fo Lon-
don to go fo the gig. Instead, the
Nazis were met by hundreds of anti-
fascists at Speakers’ Corner, the Main
Event’s redirection point. The beating

Get Bombed Out!

ogoin and again fo smash ‘em off
the stage.

The Upstarts were different
though. They kept fighting back. lon
Stuart Donaldson once said the
Upstarts would never play in London
ogain. The reality is that its always
been the Blood and Honour bands
who had to keep running for cover.
(When was the last time Skrewdriver
could play a public gig in the UK?)

Every song on this LP has
something to soy. “Red ‘till dead” is
about sellout Labour Party leaders
trying 1o paint themselves pink fo
curry favour with the bosses. “Open
your eyes” says “innocence is a
thing of the past/Make your stand./
Smash them - stop ‘em any way
you can”. “lel's build a bomb” is

supporters of Blood and Honour re-
ceived that day set them back for
years.

Donaldson’s manoeuvrings across
Europe and his attempts fo marry his
forces to those of the BNIP, all indicate
that its high fime to put the boot into
the “B&H boot boys” once again.

OBITUARY

Three members of Violent Storm,
who veered to the left while cross-
ing the Severn Bridge on the way
to an international tour.

Violent Storm were some of the
Blood and Honour skin scene’s loy-
alists. At least we won’t have to
listen to their brand of bad heavy
metal and Nozi propaganda any
longer. Rest in pieces.

about shovin’ petrol bombs up the
arses of the ruling class. The
standard, though, has to be “Proud
and loud”, about pride in your
class, about fighting back {suppos-
edly out of fashion nowadays}. “|

- hate the trendy lefties and their

middle class elite/who run from the
fascists instead of kicking in their
teeth”. Bands like Skullhead and No
Remorse pretend they're working
class lads “havin’ & laugh an’ havin’
o say”. All they are is scabs with
guitars. Skinhead Times can write
obitucries for Viclent Storm  (the
fascists who couldn’t drive) and
pretend they were just a skinhead
band, not a bunch of Nazi
shitheads,

With the upstarts it's much
simpler. A bunch of working class
socialists with no bullshit, great
songs and another greaf LP. Buy it.

: Nick Stone

ISSUE 3 — Summer 1992
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Anti-racist skinhead

demo

It’s not every day that you see a
skinhead demo against racism, but
that is whaot took place in Libeck,
Germany, at the end of last year. The
aim was to show the Nazi boneheads
that neither the streets nor the skinhead
idea belongs fo them, and to show
the public that skins are very different
from the way they are portrayed in
the papers and on the TV.

The idea for the demo was thought
up during a solid skinhead drinking
session, and against oll the odds the
march was organised in just three
weeks. There wasn’t much chance for
drumming up support for the event —
most of the movement's 'zines had
either already been printed or would
come out affer the date for the demo.
Not that this deterred the organisers,
whose motto seems to have been “noth-
ing is impossible”.

The headline on the leaflet used to
publicise the march read: “A Skinhead
Demonstration Agoinst Racism”. This
summed up the organisers aims. They
wanted o profest against racism, which
would show how the media’s line that
to be a skinhead means fo be a racist
is a pile of crap.

The demo wanted to show that there
is o difference between ordinary skins
and the neoNozi boneheads. It was
an opportunity for skins 1o meet up,

~
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THE LUBECK “MARCH OF THE SKINHEADS”, 7.12.91

have a bit of fun and to stand up for
their way of life. _

On the day, os skins begon to
gather in the centre of Libeck, the
Christmas shoppers who were milling
all around must have been wondering
which particular for right ouffit was
getting ready to prance through the
streets under the watchful eye of the
police. The loudspeaker von belted
out Oi classics loud and clear, leaf-
lets were handed out. By and by skins
came from all the parts of the country
— Frankfurt/Main, Frankfurt/Oder, Ber-
lin, Hamburg, Halle, leipzig, Mén-
chengladbach, Kiel, Neuss, Rostock,
Wolfsburg, Neustadt, Rendsburg,
Kappeln, Bremen, Hannover, Libeck
and just about anywhere else you
could mention.

Given the short nofice and the fact
that the demo was aimed just at
skinheads — there were no “long

Righteous rappers

Disposable Heroes of
Hiphoprisy: Hypocrisy; the
Greatest Luxury LP (Fourth
Broadway Records)

Disposable Heroes of Hiphop-
risy, a multi-raciol rap band from the
San Fransisco Bay Areo, defies the
stereotypes of US urban black
music. Their debut album often
pulsates with righteous rage but its
lyrical concerns are a far cry from
the blatant woman-hating of NWA
and lce T's rants against Korean

shopkeepers.

Front man Michael Franti’s witty
polemics recall Gil ScottHeron in his
prime, while manic percussionist,
Ronald Yeo, has borrowed crea-
tively from sources such as Lotin jozz
and industrial noise. The resul is
absorbing if rarely easy listening,
which slaps down o blistering
indictment of American capitalism’s
ways, filtered through the prism of
mass culture.

Occasionally Franti lapses into
preaching but more often he

haired” sympathisers on the march -
the turn out, though not massive, was
impressive. After the march hod passed
through the streets full of surprised
onlookers, the marchers made for the
local unemployed centre, where their
every need wos atfended to. Sabrina
supplied the delicious “OiWaffels”,
ond One-Way-Axel brought along his
roast polatoes and sausages. There
were music videos, too, though they
were a bit of a flop, since you could
see them but not hear them!

At around nine o'clock the crowd
moved off to a gig where two bonds,
one from the west, one from the east,
played: Messer Banzani and Ngobo
Ngobo. Both bands ployed their Ska,
Reggae and Rocksteady for more than
three hours in front of an enthusiastic
crowd of skins.

Adapied from an article by Bruce Loose in
the German magazine Skintonic (#11)

provokes reflection and anger -
nowhere more so than with “The
Winter of the long Hot Summer”, o
haunting account of the real motives
behind the butchery of the Gulf
War. Their revamping of the Dead
Kennedys’ “California Uber Alles*
highlights the sacial forces which
sparked the volcano of South
Central LA while “Language of
Violence” decries queer-bashing.

I'm too cynical and long in the
tooth 1o proclaim this the most
important record of 1992 but it is
one which demands @ hearing,
proving that “political correctness”
need not numb the senses.

G R McColl
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The rise of the far right across
Europe highlights the need for an
international response to fascism,
An AFA delegate to a recent anti-
fascist conference in Holland
reports on the new links being
established between militant

anti-fascists

Over the past few years it has
become clear that fascist groups are
cooperating with each other, both
nationally and internationally.

There is evidence that o
sophisticated international network
exists which provides mutual support
for legal and illegal activity. This
ranges from odvice and assistance
with organisation and fund-raising,
through provision of safe havens for
fascists and Naozis on the run, to the
supply of speakers and facilities for
meetings and rallies. This network
seems lo be getting bigger ond
stronger all the time.

Clearly it is vitally imporiant that
antifascists develop networks ot least
as effective as the fascists’ links.

To this end AntiFascist Action
accepted an invitation fo attend the
European anti-racist and anti-fascist
conference held in May at
Eindhoven in Holland. The confer-
ence gave AFA the opporiunity to
strengthen informal links already in
existence as well os developing new
contacts. We were also involved in
orranging separate meetings for the
more militant elements over the two
days. It was an extremely successful
weekend which saw the emergence
of a militant European anti-fascist
network committed to a radical
strategy.

The original conference was
attended by o number of groups
from all over Europe. Discussion was
centred around a draft manifesto
published by the Anti-fascist Front of
Antwerp, Belgium, which cimed to
set up o European ontifascist
movement. This manifesto was
composed of a series of liberal
demands on the state fo criminalise
fascists ond thus defeat them. This is
a complefely useless sirategy which
AFA couldn’t consider as o basis for
joint work.

In conjunction with other
European militants AFA attempted to
move the debate oway from this
terrain and towards an acceptance
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Building an

international
neftwork

of the need for classbased confron-
talion to oppose fascism. Unfortu-
nalely, due to the polifical composi-
tion of the conference the criginal
manifesto was accepted as the basis
for discussion. The AFA delegates
decided to abstain from voting on
the manifesto and only participated
in votes around action. We were
criticised by some who interpreted
our abstentions as meaning that we
had no views on the subject, rather
than accepting that we considered
the document under discussion to be
a complete waste of time.

The group founded on this
manifesto is doomed to failure,
having refused to adopt a clear
working class orientation. We
argued strongly that physical
opposifion to fascism is not simply
an option available to antifascists,
but an inevitable necessity that the
fascists will force on us, as and
when they feel sirong enough.

In stark contrast to the main
conference an “alfernative confer-
ence” of militants from Britain,
France, Belgium, Greece, Sweden,
Hollond, Norway and Germany
were in broad ogreement about the
strotegy required fo be effective
against the fascist gongs, and have
agreed fo keep in close coniact to
develop that understanding.

Just as important os setling up
this network was the opportunity to

meet groups from other countries
who, like AFA, operate ot the sharp
end of the struggle. Like AFA they
too are criticised by other antiracist
and anti-fascist groups in their home
countries. The rapport we shared in
discussion with each other helped
bridge any minor language difficul
ties.

Both Campaign Against Fascism
in Europe and the Llesbian and Gay
Campaign Against Racism and
Fascism ottended the conference,
claiming to represent the British anti-
fascist movement. We welcome the
support of the handful of people
represented by these two groups,
but the claim that they represent any
significant forces is simply not true.
In any case they undermined their
aftempts to occupy the moral high
ground of British anti-fascism by
bargaining and bartering themselves
info a position of accepting the
liberal document as long as their
amendments were also accepled.

Anti-Fascist Action calls on all
militant anti-fascists to reject the idea
that we can call on the state fo
intervene against fascism in favour
of the proven sirategy of physical
and theoretical education. We
welcome confact with like-minded
groups world-wide and have
appointed an International Licison
Officer to maintain this area of
work.
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We reproduce here a letter sent
to the Anti-Nazi league (ANL) by
Reflex, the French anti-fascist group
in response to o leaflet recently
distributed by the ANL in France
[see opposite). We also print our
translation of the ANL lecflet below.
The Reflex letier points out that the
struggle against the fascists should
be run by those on the ground who
have the knowledge, ability, and
expertise to thwart the rise of
fascism. With Le Pen gaining
credibility and influence at the
expense of the French working closs
the last thing that is required s for
his opponents fo be diverted by
opportunists and adventurers such os
the SWP.

AFA recognises the value of
working in cooperation with other
groups both at home and abroad
and pursues this despite political
and factical differences between us
and the other antifascist/anfiracist
groups. In Britain we have consist-
ently invited the other major forces
[Searchlight magazine, the Anti-Nazi
league, the Anfi-Racist Alliance) to
our public meetings and onlfo our
evenis. Both the ANL and ARA
consistently ignore our invitations.

In fact the ANL criticises and
condemns AFA’s approach to anti-
fascism though it has never sug-
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impeded the growth of fascism here.
It is no secret that the ANL is
run by the SWP, on organisation
that right up until the week before its
relaunch of the ANL denied the
existence of a foscist threat. Cynical

Once again Le Pen ond his acolytes
have dared to demonstrote on May
Day, the day when we celebrate inter-
nationalism and solidarity.

The fact that they have been able
to march with impunity, without there
being a call for a mass confrontation
ogainst the foscists, is o disgrace.
Despite their successes in March’s
regional and local elections, Le Pen
and his supporters can be siopped.
In Britain, the Anti-Nazi league
(ANL), which has just been relaunched,
struggled against the Nazis with great
success at the end of the seventies.
Through o campaign aimed at unmask-
ing the Nozis and through mass physi-

cal confrontations, we ensured their

How do we stop Le Pen?

ANTI NAZ| LEAGUE

defeat, @ defeat from which they have
taken more than ten years fo recover.

Inspired by Le Pen’s example, they
hoped to take advantage of the re-
cent general election in Britain to stage
a comeback. Thanks to the efforts of
the ANL, they got a derisory score.
While in the 1970s they polled
100,000 votes in London and 30,000
in leicester, their overage vofe this
time was just 455.

The ANL's victory was made pos-
sible by bringing about the widest pos-
sible unity :? all those opposed 1o the

fascists, by distributing millions of leaf-
lets tearing away their respectable
mask and by confronting them physi-
cally in force of numbers wherever
they showed themselves.

Teday the ANL haos groups in
every important town in Britain. The
groups bring together young people,
not so young people, whites, blacks,
Jews, Muslims, Christians . . . in short,
all those who want fo struggle together
in order o smash the Nazis and en-
sure that there will never cgain be
room for their ideas in our country.
We crushed the fascists in the

1970s and we will do it again in the
1990s. In France os in Britain, this
victory is possible, but it will only come
about through a combination of politi-
cal campaigns and mass physical con-
frontations. Nothing else will stop them.

FIGHTING TAIK



INTERNATIONAL

To the Executive Committee of the
Anti Nazi league

We are writing to you from Reflex,
the French anti-fascist group based in
Paris, because we afiended the an-
nual 1 May demonsiration in Paris
and were shocked fo see your organi-
sation there distributing thousands of
leaflets containing advice on how to
beat the French fascists, and giving a
British address as o contact for an
antifoscist campaign.

We do not need or want your
organisation coming to our country to
patronise the French anti-fascist move-
ment and tell us how to conduct our
struggles. We nole that the ANL did
not, as a courtesy, bother to contoct
us or other groups engaged in the
struggle in order to discuss how you
might possibly support our work and
to discover the frue situation in France.

Qur group hos been working for
six years, with a defined and tested
strategy, to combat French fascism.
Other groups here have also been
eslablished for long periods of time to
work as part of a united antifascist
front. We find it insulting that you
think you can send your lackeys over

REFLEX

here to launch a compaign against le
Pen without making any attempt to
consult French onti-fascist groups. It is
not the first time that British anti-foscist
groups have attempted to undermine
our work here, but we sincerely hope
it will be the last.

We fully know the reputation and
record of the Anti-Nazi League in Brit-
ain, and we are not impressed with it.
We know that groups we have links
with and trust, such as AFA aond
Searchlight, do not have a high opin-
ion of you and find you difficult to
work with. We have fo ask ourselves
why it is that the ANL thinks it can
build a campaign in a foreign country
when it can’t even build a successful
campaign in ils own country,

Your leaflet “How do we stop Le
Pen?2” contained several inaccuracies
about the ANL record in England,
notably your claim to have decreosed
the fascist vote in Britain in the April
general election, which is a blatant
distortion of the fruth. We also note in
the last paragroph your cloim thot
successful campaigns against foscism

®
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must contain a combination of politi-
col campaigns and mass physical
confrontation. While this is true, we
have not seen the ANL carry this out
successfully in Britain since 1978.
Since that time the major successful
ontifoscist work in the UK has been
achieved by AFA and Searchlight and
not by yourselves. For the record,
groups in France such as Reflex and
SCALP have had the twin tactics policy
for at least eight years, so we do not
appreciote being told how to do what
we are already doing.

We hope that we will not have to
write to you again aboul this — you
are not welcome here except in a
support copacity where your organi-
sation respects the lead of our organi-
sations. We appreciale the support of
foreign groups for our campaign here
but the French anti-fascist movement is
not prepared to have ifs work under-
mined and destroyed by thoughtless
patronising attempts of the ANL to toke
on our struggle without even being
polite enough to contact the groups
already working here.

Yours in siruggle

Reflex

14 Rue de Nateuil, 75015 Paris

readers well question the SWP’s
motives in regenerating the ANL.
However, the blatont sectarionism
and dishonesty with which the ANL
leadership hos conducted itself has
brought crificism from all quarters.

It prefers jockeying over
“prime” positions on marches and
chanting rodical-sounding slogans to
a principled opposition to fascism.
Not for them an attempt o work
with others who have some proctical
experience in confronting the foscist
street presence. A high media
profile is far more imporiant. Now,
with some six months experience of
failure under its belt, the ANL feels it
is ready to launch o takeover bid
for the antifascist movement in
Europe.

We fully endorse the call by
Reflex, which demands that the ANL
consult with those at the sharp end
of the fight, rather than simply
indulge themselves in a European
tour of guest interventions designed
to attroct media attention, offen to
the detriment of the real anti-fascist
struggle.

ISSUE 3 = Summer 1992

ARA’s strategy
for failure

At a fringe meefing at this year's
annual conference of the civil servants’
union, CPSA, an ARA spokesperson
summed up their perspectives. He or-
gued: “It is not enough fo call for black
and white to unite [against rocism ond
fascism]. They must do so under black
lecdership.”

AntiFascist Action profoundly diso-
grees with this statement. In contrast fo
ARA, we stand for @ militant class based
ontifascist organisation, which maokes
no distinction between race, creed, and
colour, and which fights the fascist threat
both ideclogically and physically. Our
role must be to organise all sections of
the working class, noi one particulor part
of it.

There is a danger that ARAs position
will force black and white opart rather
thon bring them fogether. How con ARA
expect people to play a full part against
racism and fascism if members who ore

white, Jewish, Irish etc, are excluded
from a full rele in the organisation? This
is a recipe for disaster for two reasons.
Firstly, good militant anti-racists and anti-
fascists will be neglecied and secondly,
the ability to build a mass organisation
will be curtailed if non-white aclivists
rightly refuse fo accept second<lass mem-
bership status.

A second position flowing from this
approach was that “only the victims of
racism and fascism can define the strug-
gle”. In a sense this is frue, but not in the
way that ARA mean it. Leaving aside the
patronising language, the “victims” of
racism ond foscism here clearly means
the people who are the target of racist
aftacks.

Of course, black selfdefence is o big
port of the anti-fascist struggle, but to see
rocism ond fascism as essentially the

same thing is to fundamentolly misunder-
Continued over
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stand the real nature of the fascist threat.

Fascism does not only pose a threat to
black, Irish or Jewish people. Fascist
groups by no means only attack non-
whites. Their real aim behind all their
aclivities is to divide, weaken and de-
stroy the organised ond progressive work-
ing class movement. Racism is a lactic
they use fo this end — and in Britain foday
it is on exiremely important one. But, as
we have argued repeatedly, itis not their
only foctic. Unless the problem of fos-
cism is seen in class terms and dealt with
on a closs basis, then we are playing
info the hands of our enemies.

All sections of the working closs are
potential victims of fascism. All of us,
black or white, have a vested interest in
fighting racism ond fascism.

The speaker ot the CPSA fringe meet
ing claimed that the real significance of
ARA was that, “for the first time — under
the banner of ARA — the lobour move-
ment and block orgonisations had joined
together under black leadership . . . with
27 unions having already affiliated”.

Quite impressive? Well, not really. It
may well be true that 27 unions with
hundreds of thousands of members hove
affilicted. Moybe some Labour MPs have
also come out in favour of ARA.

But unless official backing is accom-
panied by real class this is nothing but o
token gesture. There ore no more people
on the streets, demos are no bigger, not
one exfra leaflet is handed out. It doesn't
result in less British National Party or
National Front paper sales or activity, or
fewer racist attacks. It does not curiail the
ability of these people to organise and it

does not result in one new member for
your own organisation. The activity in-
dulged in by ARA is tokenism and pre-
tence, Tokenism for trades unions and
Lobour MPs who can ease their con-
sciences by offiliating, and pretence for
ARA when they think thot this represents
G mass movement.

But what about the second part of the
equation - black organisation. This is
agoin more form thon substance. Or-
ganisations, such os the Society Of Black
Lowyers and the National Black Caucus
often hove a very limited base of support
within the local black communities. Their
membership is small, selfselected ond
generally composed of middle class
careerists. The whole policy of paper
offilictions and poper organisations is
fooling nobody except, perhaps, them-
selves.

ARA ottemplts to make onti-racist/anti-
foscist struggle o morol question, good
versus bod. This is the path to defeat. The
middle closs and careerist elements of
these organisations will soon desert, and
the only agency who could deal with the
problem — the working closs — are either
ignored or are seen as inherently racist
and left to be the right's recruifing ground.
Unless ARA addresses its politics to the
white working class as well as rallying
the immediate victims of rocist attacks
ARA will ignore the maijority of the work-
ing class in Britain today. This will allow
organisations such as the BNP a free run
and grant them an oppertunity they will
grosp with both hands.

Criticism of ARA would have less force
and pertinence if, in their political activ-

ity, they could show some concrete suc-
cess. The sad fact is that ARA has made
no fangible difference in the battle against
racism and fascism. The few targets it set
itself have been o resounding failure.
They set out to close the BNP bookshop
in Welling, Kent and to change the bal-
ance of forces in the areo. Affer one
demonsiration and 14 pickets of the Tory
local council the bookshop is still open
and looks os if it will remain so. Down
the road at Thamesmead, the scene of
Rolan Adams' racist killing, the only pub
on the estate The Wildfowler still does
not serve black people.

In North Kensington o working men's
club operates a colour bor. ARA called o
demonstration, no work to build for the
demonstration was done, no posters, no
leaflets, no altempt to contact other like
minded pecple. What hoppened? Forty-
six people turned up to find themselves
outnumbered by PC Plod. The manager
of this perticular club must have been
quaking in his boots when the intrepid
46 marched cround the corner. These
sort of evenls only serve to demoralise
your own support and give heart to your
opponents,

But then ARA and the pecple who
lead it are no strangers to this kind of self-
defeating, impotent exercise. They have
pursued these tactics on a bigger scale —
with worse results — elsewhere [see our
report on the Bermondsey march in FT2),
Their approach connot defeat the fas-
cists, cannot sirengthen the anti-fascist
movement, and cannot provide the bosis
fer a progressive working class alferno-
tive to grow.

TheRevolutionary Internationalist League

The following statement was pre-
pared to explain the decision to expel o
disruptive group from AFA lost year. How-
ever, at the fime noone approached us
for such an explanation,

In the inferests of non-seciarianism
AFA branches subsequently cllowed mam-
bers of the RIL fo re-join on an individual
basis. This turned out to be a mistake.
After @ period of intermittent atiendance
at b(cncr\)emeerings and non-atiendance at
AFA aclivities they atiempted to disrupt
our nafional conference with the same
agenda as they had prior to their expul-
sion, though they received no support at
the meeting. They then attempted lo con-
tinue their programme of disruption within
the AFA branches by reentering as a
group.

In addition the RIL produced a leaf-
let, containing a diatribe condemning AFA

th as o group and as individual mem-
bers, which was given cut on a demon-
siration called by the Drummond Steet
Youth Association in London on Sunday

17 May. We connot ignore their asser-
lions that AFA is a racist orgonisation made
up of racist individuals, prone to senseless
violence. These baseless accusations dlearly
indicate the dishonesty of their claim to
wanl fo build AFA,

Their actions have been energelically
and unambiguously opposed and two RIL
members have been expelled from AFA.
For this reason we have decided to pub-
lish our original statement below.

The expulsion of the RIL

The activities of the Revolutionary Inler-
nationalist League [RIL) within AntiFascist
Action led 1o their expulsion in October
1991. This aclion was Icken as a last
resort in order fo enable AFA o confinue
effeclive anfifascist work.

On their own admission the RIL do
not share the orientalion that AFA have
taken in the fight against fascism. We
recognise that fascism is inherent in capi-
lalist society, but have no illusions that

AFA is the vehicle 1o fopple the state.
Rather it is our purpose to creale the cli-
male whereby progressive left and anar-
chist groups ccmogring their ideas and
programs fo those targeted by the fascist
gangs bath as viclims of their abuse and
as victims of their recruitment.

The RIL insist thot AFA must have a
comﬂ::te polifical rx ram before it can
combat fascism. Clearly, an organisation
consisting of such a wide range of politi-
cal groups and individuals cannot develop
such a program. Indeed if AFA were fo
do so then it would no longer be a broad
based campoign but a polifical party it
self. It is apparent that the RIL wanted to
substitute AFA for a poliical parly and
that the result would mirror the politics of
the RIL. Here lies there true motive - the
cynical manipulation of a principled and
effective group in order to Euild their own
party.

Anfifascist Action will not be de-
flected from the primary task of confront-
ing the fascists and race atiackers by ei-
ther the fascist gangs, the state, or incon-
sequenlicl manipulotive groups and indi-
viduals.

FIGHTING TAIK
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With the Tories back in power state racism is firmly
back on the agenda. The Asylum Bill is being
revamped ready for the autumn. Sam Lowry looks
at what it proposes
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Being tortured is many people's
worst nightmcre. Imagine you are
one of the hundreds of thousands
through the world for whom this
nightmare is reality. Or think what
would happen fo you if your town
was destroyed by war, your family
subject to arbitrary arrest or execu-
tion. What would you do?

If you tried to find o sofer place
to live you would become one of the
world’s twenty million refugees.

These are the people who hove
become the latest farget of Tory
racism and the gutter press.

The Tory Asylum Bill, introduced
late last year, wos designed to
make sure that any refugee who
tries to flee to Britain will have to
face @ new nightmare of poverty,
detention and, for the vast majerity,
swift deporiation back to the hell-
holes they have escaped from.

Now, with John Major firmly
reinstolled in Downing Street, the
racist Asylum Bill is back on the
agenda. The April general election
had forced the government to
abandon the bill. It is once more
under government review, with the
results expected some time around
September.

It's anyone's guess what
"improvements” fo the bill the Tories
will try to get away with in their
fourth consecutive term. lts relaunch
will almost certainly be surrounded
by a medicfog of scaremongering,
lies and blatant racism, just as it
was first time around.

Under the old bill asylum
seekers who arrived in Britain via o
“safe” third country would have

ISSUE 3 = Summer 1992
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PART OF THE TORRENT OF RACISM FROM THE TORY PRESS AT THE TIME
THE ASYLUM BILL WAS FIRST PROPOSED

been deported back to it, irrespec-
tive of the treatment they might
receive there. All asylum seekers
would be finger-printed - treatment
reserved for criminals in Britain.
They would have no right io local
authority housing and would
probably be unable to claim any
benefits for weeks or months due to
Home Office requirements concern-
ing proof of identity.

An asylum seeker would have
only 48 hours to appeal against a
deportation order and some would
have no right of appeal at all. The
right to legal aid for asylum seekers
would also be abolished. I you
arrived with no documents, did not
apply immediately for asylum, did
not Iry to move to a “safe” port of
your own counlry, refused to be
fingerprinted or even just attempted
to speak out in Britain against your
country’s regime you could then be
deported straight away!

Many would-be asylum seekers
will never get as far as Immigration
Control. European countries such as
France, Germany, Belgium and ltaly
now fine airlines arcund £1,000 for
carrying passengers without correct
documents. Britain hos just increased
its fine fo £2,000.

To justify this move the Tories
tried to whip up scare stories about
“bogus refugees” who are really
“economic migrants”. Bernard
Inghom, Margaret Thatcher’s old
press secretary declared:

"Britain — ond to a degree
Westminster, as the traditional home
of the lost dogs of this world —
cannot continue fo allow itself to be
exploited in this way.”

Tory MP, David Evans splut-
tered:

“Why should this country be the
world's dumping ground for asylum
seekers?”

The reality for those seeking a
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haven from persecufion and repres-
sion is very different.

Britain receives the smallest
number of asylum seekers of all the
major European countries — approxi-
mately 200 per week and the Tories
are forcing down the numbers
without any new legislation. In
addition, most white European
refugees get admmitance without too
many problems, while only a tiny
minority of non-Europeans qualify.

The plain fact is that the Tories
simply decided fo play the race
card, portly to tighten up the
borders of “Fortress Europe” ond
porily as a vote-winning exercise

AFA on
the box

In May BBC2’s Open Space ran a
documentary with o difference. Instead
of the usual liberal treatment of the
question of fascism and racism, @ whole
half hour was given over to AFA. The
programme, Fighting Talk [!! - Ed],
was an incisive exposure of the fas-
cists” activities ond a militont coll for
direct action, including physical con-
frontation, to stop them.

This clearly got right up the nose
of some worthy figures viewing it. We
print here Pefer Paterson’s outraged
splutterings in the Doily Mail - the pa-
per that said “Hurrah for the
Blackshirts!” in the thirfies.

Incidentally, Paterson claims we
equivocated about political force. This
is a lie. The narrator said “physical

force” loud and clear.

Inferested in seeing our video nasty?
Contact the box number,

A most serious error of judgment ap-
pears to have been made last night by the
BBC, in offering air time to a group which
quite unoshamedly advocates the use of
polifical violence.

The Open Space slot, allowing
groups or individuals access fo television,
together with the facilities to make their
own programme, normally conforms o the
understanding which motivates a liberal
society like our own: that everyone is enti-
fled to express their views or opinions,
provided ihat they do not seek to impose
their aims by violent or illegal means,

RACISM

akin to Thaicher's 1978 attempts to
undercut the National Front vote
before the 1979 election. At that
time she remarked:

“The British character has done
much for democracy, for low, and
done so much throughout the world
that if there is any fear that it might
be swamped, people are going to
react and be rather hostile to those
coming in."”

Despite the pitifully inept lies of
the BNP and NF, the 1971 Immigra-
tion Act coupled with various
omendments fo immigration rules in
the late-1970s ensured that primary

immigration into Britain was effec-

The people who spoke last night for
a group called Anti-Fascist Action, aston-
ishingly, were allowed to put the casa for

hysically opposing their right wing o
hent, ond 15 boost of the sweet botles
they have already fought.

Their main spokesman, a burly ruf-
fian with a thick Geordie accent, a leather
jacket and a woolly hat of the type worn
L football supporters, sneered at “good,
ordfcshioned liberals and frendy lefties”
who would be uneasy about his message
of violence, and who might argue that
there were ofher ways to oppose fascist
groups. “We're not either/or", he said,
“we're for both”.

There could be marches and events
and exhibitions against fascism, but “if
you're not prepared lo meel force with
polifical force” — and the weaselly word
“political” had clearly been inserted here
agains! the general tenor of the argument
- “then you must retire from the political
arena”, he said.

Various supporters of Anti-Fascist
Action were shawn in silhouelte as they
talked with relish of the violent confronio-
tions with Brifish National Party support-
ers, and of the alleged links between the
BNP and protestant Orange elements in
Scofiand. More openly, an AntiFascist
Action sympathiser, former boxer Terry
Marsh, fried to explain the atraction of
fascism for white youths, and an old cou-
Eie remembered the activities in the East

nd of Sir Oswald Moseley - only for
woolly-hat to assert that Jews there in the
1930s had not been so badly attacked as
Asians today.

But the overall message of the pro-
gramme was that to evade confrontation
with fascism was “abject political coward-
ice”, In presenting o national platform to
a group which locks suspiciously like lefi
wing fascists eager for a street war with
right wing fascists, the BBC was ploinly
not serving the interesls of democracy.

How can it now with equity resis!
any demand by the BNP for the right fo
reply?

Peter Paterson
Daily Mail 19.5.92

tively stopped completely. That only
left refugee status as a way of
getting into the country. For many
refugees escape from their home
counlry is often a matter of life or
death. But for the Tories this is a
complete irrelevance. The “lost
dogs”, living in countries exploited
and devastated for years by Britian
and other imperialist powers, will
have to fend for themselves and die
in the process if they can find no
other haven.

Meanwhile every year billions
of pounds are transferred from the
economies of the third world fo the
banks of London, Tokyo and New
York. This vastly outweighs the pitiful
sums donated in the form of aid to
countries suffering from poverty and
economic collapse as a result of
western exploitation.

Economic migration is welcome
when it is the migration of profits
from one part of the globe to
ancther. The “free market” is what
the Thatcher years were all about.
And if you are a profit maker with
£150,000 or more in the bank and
plan to employ two or more people
you can buy your way into Britain,
no problem.

That is the other side of the
coin. The only people with an
interest in seeing a new Asylum Bill
enforced are the bosses. Their divide
and rule tactics are designed to
keep us all in our places. Worse,
the racism of the state and its tame
medio help to lend credibility to the
filthy lies of the likes of the BNP and
NF.

But the numbers are irrelevant.
Citing the figures exposes the Tories'
hypocrisy but it must not lead to the
conclusion that fewer is better. This
is the logic of the Asylum Bill with its
built in endorsement of all the
existing racist immigration legislo-
tion.

The argument that increased
immigration or settlement by refu-
gees would lead to more racism in
sociefy is utfer rubbish. Perpetucting
the myth of the “bogus refugee” will
breed more, not less racism,
crecting a climate in which rocism is
increasingly respectable. And the
fascists will take full advantage of
this. We hove fo begin organising
right now to smash the new Asylum
Bill off the Tories’ agenda for their
new term. There is no time to lose.

FIGHTING TAIK




Support AFA prisoners

Dear Fighting Talk,

| am now coming close to
serving two years of a four year
sentence for adivities invelving
an attack upon a leading organ-
iser of fascist groups. | have
found the time has gone quickly
due totally to the fact that | have
had tremendous support from the
AFA welfare fund.

It has always been easy to
support people at the beginning
of their sentence and then forget
abeout them. But | have received
nothing but 100 per cent support
from the welfare fund.

Recently there has been a
high rate of arrests amongst anti-
fascists and these people have
to be supperted financially if they
are fined. Alse if they are unfor-
tunate enough to be given a jail
sentence they have to be given
the moral and political support
of letters and the financial sup-
port of donations to the welfare
fund.

Tony, AFA prisoner

Donations: send cheques
made payable to
AFA Welfare Fund

Soft on the ANL?

Dear Fighting Talk,

The article in the last issue on the
ANL “Then and Now" rightly pointed
to the problems with the politics of the
“relounched” [and scon to be re-
wound up by the looks of things) Anti-
Nazi league (ANL). But | think the
article painted too rosy a picture of
the ANL in the 1970s.

The ANL Mork 1 did o lot of
work in mobilising against the fascists,
in parficulor in gefting working closs
youth involved in the struggle. Only a
dyed-inthe-wool sectarian would say
otherwise. But that struggle wasn't ol
ways of the militont variety AFA stands
for.

Sure, the ANL in some areas cre-
ated “squads” to take on the fascists
on the streets. But that wasn't the gen-
eral piclure. After the Batile of Lewi-
sham the SWP were often the keenest
to direct people oway from militant
confrontation

The ANL's “broad” nature — in-
cluding celebrities, respectable politi-
cians who would run a mile from vie-
lent confrontation, and the odd church
leader or lord - gave the SWP the
excuse lo downplay confrontation very
early on.

The fascists marched unopposed
in Hoxion the day after the ANL's first
big carnival in london. Worse, when
the fascists marched on Brick Lane on
the same day as the second big Lon-
don camival in September 1978, the
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SWP refused to mobilise against them.
They tock thousands of people away
from the fascists and sent about twenty
over to help the handful of antifascists
who did try to confront the NF.

| was at Brick Lane that day and
| was sickened by the idea that we
were outnumbered by the fascists at
the very same time as thousands of
anti-fascists were at a carnival on the
other side of London.

This was a befrayal of militant
ontifascism and it happened in the
“healthy” period of the ANL accord-
ing to your article. And this is nof the
only example. In Sheffield, at the same
time, the ANL condemned me and
ofhers in the Sheffield Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee, because we took militant ac-
tion against fascist paper sellers in the
area. They said then what they are
saying now — our action was “squad-
dist”.

None of this is to downplay the
positive role that militant antifascists
within the ANL did ploy on countless
occasions in the 1970s. But often this
role was played despite the plans of
the ANL's SWP leaders rather than
becouse of them. And we shouldn’t
forget that as well as the ANL the
battles against the fascists in the 1970s
were also fought by militants in nu-
merous local antifascist and onti-rac-
ist committees outside the ANL.

Yours in struggle

Arthur Merton, South London

If your group is not listed
below and you would:like
to get involved in the
national Anfi-Fascist Action
network or be kept in touch
with other groups through-
out the country please
contact London AFA as soon
as possible.

London AFA
BM 1734, london
WCTN 3XX

Birmingham AFA
PO Box 2414,
Handsworth,

Birmingham B21 OTZ

Brighton AFA
c/o Brighton
Unemployed Centre,
6 Tilbury Place,
Brighton, Sussex

Bristol AFA
c/o london AFA

Cardiff AFA
PO Box 368, Cardiff,
Wales CF2 15Q

Chesterfield ANL
PO Box 178,
Chesterfield

Cleveland AFA

Box 13, ¢/o St Mary's
Cenlre, Corporation
Road, Middlesborough,
Cleveland

Derby CARF
PO Box 70,
Derby DE1 9jW

Edinburgh AFA
¢/o Glasgow AFA

Exater AFA

c/o The Flying Post,
PO Box 185,
Exeter EX4 4EW

Glasgow AFA
PO Box 266, Glasgow,
Scofland G1 5RX

Herts AFA
PO Box 245,
St Albans,
Herffordshire

Kent AFA
PO Box 88, Rochester,
Kent ME1 TAU

Leeds AFA
Box 151, 52 Call Lane,
Leeds LS2 6DT

Leicester AFAR
c/o Leicester TC,
Secular Hall,
Humberstone Gate,
Leicester

Liverpool AFA
PO Box 110,
Liverpoo! L69 8DP

Manchester AFA
PO Box 83, South
West PDO,
Manchester M15 5NJ

Norwich AFA
PO Box 73,
Norwich NR1 2EB

St Albans AFA
c/o Herls AFA

Tyne and Wear
Anti-Fascist
Association

¢/o 4 The Cloth
Markel, Newcaslle-
upon-Tyne NE1 1EA

York AFA

c/o York University
Students Union,
Gocodrich College, York
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UNITY

CARNIVAL
ACTION Q992

Lost year AFA organised a 10,000 -
strong onti-fascist carnivel on Hack-
ney Downs in East London. This
year we'll be repeating the exer-
cise, but on a larger scale. Bands
already booked to appear include
New Mode! Army, 25th of Moy
and Capital Radio D) Tim West
wood. The Unity Carnival is o free
festival, and to pull it off we need
your support.

Moake sure your trade union
branch, political party, solidarity or-
gonisation or community group is
on the list of sponsors this year. The
minimum donation for sponsoring
organisations is just £50 - but feel
free to give as much os you like.

If you'd like an AFA speaker
to talk obout the carnival, or would
like to send in a donation fo spon-

| sor the event, write to:

AFA, BM Box 1734,
London WCIN 3XX

Trade union, trades council and AntiFascist Action [AFA) has always  strength to bear, foscism will be
said that fascism can only be fought  beaten. The working class needs unity

student union affiliations to effectively from a working class per- in action.
London Anti-Fascist Action: spective. To understand fascism, it is AFA is mindful of this. Thankfully,
necessary fo see the class nature of so are a growing number of trade
Camden Trades Coundll these movements, and the class infer-  union activists and branches. AFA
lambeih Trades: Union Council ests that underlie their message of race  speakers have addressed o large
Southwark Trades Council hate, male domination, gay bashing number of union meetings in the past
Tower Homlets Trades Council and red-baiting. Fascism poses a threat  few months, and the compaign fo in-
to the entire working class, black and  crease the role of unions within AFA
Cardiff MSF 351 white, women and men, straight and  is gaining momentum.
TGWU Region 1 {london & South Easi goay. We welcome dffiliations from la-
Central london ACTS 1/524 Whenever fascism gels into  bour movement organisations and also
Hackney ACTS/TGWU 1/477 power, the first target forgits sharp- from individuols committed to taking
ACTS/TGWU 1/1148 ened knives has been the organised  part in that struggle. If your union
Hackney Teachers Association working class - the rade unions and  branch has already offiliated to AFA,
Middlesex Hospital COHSE the working class parties. Any anti- furn that offiliation into active perfici-
Newham NALGO capitalist rhetoric is dropped as the pation. If it hasn't, make sure it does
Newingfon TGWU 1/1255 leaders get on with their real task - by the time the next issue of Fighting
Redbridge NALGO rescuing copitalism. Talk appears.
?::Zre f:::?:ts,\gscj\o Fascism aims fo divide the work- Send cheques, payable to Anti-
Cordiff MSF 351 ing class ip order fo crush it. But united,  Fascist Action, lo our box number and
Sheffield General COHSE 1254 the working closs has unstoppable we will keep you informed of future

strength; so long os it brings that meetings and activities.

Brighton Polytechnic
London School of Economics

Liverpool Polytechnic Group rates Individual rates

Manchester Polytechnic Political organisations £50.00 p.a.  Supporter rate £10.00 p.a.
Polytechnic South West (Plymouth) Trade union branches £20.00 p.a.  Waged member £10.00 p.a.
Queen Mary & Westfield College Student unions £20.00 p.a. Unwaged member £5.00 p.a.

York University Labour Students Community groups ~ £10.00 p.a.



